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REEL SEAT FOR FISHING ROD AND FISHING ROD INCORPORATING THE 

REEL SEAT 


RACK GROUND OF THE INVENTION 
1 Field of Invention 

[0001] This invention relates to a fishing rod and a reel seat for a fishing rod, 
and specifically to a reel seat, in which a top-mount style fishing reel is fixed on a 
fishing rod, and that is provided with a trigger which stabilizes a user's grip of the rod 
in the user's palm or during casting. 
2. Description of Related Art 

[0002] In a fishing rod which is designed to catch small to medium fish, and 
on which a top-mount style fishing rod reel, such as a coaxial receiving type reel, a 
bait reel, or the like is mounted, a trigger for use as a finger rest may be provided. The 
trigger may be in the form of a lever. Normally, a position and a protruding direction 
of this trigger are fixed, and the trigger is constituted as a portion of a reel seat on 
which a reel is mounted. 

[0003] Fig. 9 shows one example of a fishing rod "r" that is provided with a 
reel seat with this type of trigger "f . Figs. 10(A) and (B) show details of the reel seat 
"a". 

[0004] The reel seat "a" has a pipe-shaped body "b". On the top of the right 
half of this body "b" (right direction in Figs. 9 and 10(A) and (B)), a reel foot placing 
surface "e" is provided in a shape in which a fixing foot "d" of a reel "c" can be stably 
placed. From the bottom portion, a trigger "f ', which has a tip with a relatively thin 
width, protrudes downward and slightly forward. The length of trigger "f ' is 
approximately equal to a length in which one finger of a medium size adult can be 
placed (Figs. 1 1(A) and (B)). 

[0005] A fixed hood "g" is provided, which is integrally formed with the 
body "b" and has a flat opening "h" which covers the rear end portion of the reel foot 
placing surface "e". The trigger "f protrudes from this fixed hood "g". 

[0006] A pipe-shaped movable hood "i" is provided with a rotatably 
connected nut on the front side. The nut "j" is engaged to an engaging axial portion 
"k" which forms the front half portion of the body "b", and thus is attached to the body 


"b". An opening "1" of the rear end portion of the movable hood "i" covers the front 
end portion of the reel foot placing surface "e". 

[00071 This type of reel seat "a" forms a portion of a fishing rod "r" by a 
fishing pole "n" being inserted and attached to a hole "m" of the body "b". The trigger 
"f ' protrudes substantially perpendicular from the fishing rod pole. 

[0008] The fishing pole "n" protrudes toward the rear of the body "b" . A 
long handle "o" is externally fixed to this portion of fishing pole "n". Additionally, 
line guides "q" are attached in series on the front side of the body "b" from the reel 
seat "a" on the fishing pole "n". 

f00091 When t u <- "r" ™ winiinted^wie-end uuitiun of the 
is inserted into the fixed hood "g". The ! fixingf&DtAr u -is-p^^ reel foot 

placing surface "e". The nutJ^s-figTitenS and the movable hood "i" is moved 
toward the rear dn^efionTThe other end portion of the fixing foot "d" is inserted 
relatiy^Jarftfemovable hood "i", and the respective movable and fixed hoods "g" and 
hold the fixing foot "d" onto the reel foot placing su rfaceJle^. 

[0010] In this fishing rod "r", casting and palming are normally performed as 
follows. 

[0011] Figs. 1 1(A) and 1 1(B) show a user that has just completed a single 
hand cast. During single hand casting, an index finger of the hand holding the fishing 
rod "r" is placed on the trigger "f." A thumb is placed on a spool "p" of the reel "c" in 
order to measure the timing of line feed out. The handle "o" to the rear body "b" is 
gripped by the remaining three fingers. Furthermore, as shown in Figs. 1 1(A) and 
1 1(B), by facing the palm upward, a fishing rod "r" is positioned so that the bottom of 
the reel "c" faces sideways. Casting is performed by swinging the rod "r" in an 
overthrow motion toward a target. 

[0012] Therefore, the trigger "f ' of this case primarily prevents the fishing 
rod "r" from being thrown away. 

[0013] In Figs. 1 1 (A) and 1 1 (B), a case of single hand casting is shown. 
However, when casting is performed by both hands, other than gripping the tip of the 
handle "o" with the other hand, there is no significant difference in rod gripping 
compared to single hand casting. 


[0014] As shown in Figs. 13 and 14(A), the fishing rod V is supported by a 
user's palm after casting is completed so that the reel "c" and the reel seat "a" can be 
entirely covered by one hand. In this case, the tip of the user's thumb is placed on the 
top end of the periphery of the side wall of the reel V, and the user's third finger or 
middle finger is placed on the trigger "f ' (in the figures, placement of the third finger 
is shown). Therefore, the body "b" of the reel seat "a" is supported from the bottom 
by the user's three fingers. By so doing, the reel "c", which is the heaviest part of the 
fishing rod "r" and the reel seat "a" are held in the user's palm, so the user is less 
fatigued. 

[0015] Depending on the user and the type of the reel "c", this palming can 
be performed by either hand. 

[0016] Furthermore, conventionally this type of trigger "f can have various 
shapes. There are many shapes which are substantially perpendicular to the fishing 
rod "r" or bent more slightly toward the front than of the fishing rod "r" (e.g., Japanese 
Patent Publication 2717338, Japanese Laid-Open Patent Application 9-205944, or the 
like). There are also triggers which are bent in an arc shape from a lower direction to 
a front side (Japanese Utility Model 51-8874, Japanese Laid-Open Utility Model 
Application 7-34664, or the like). 

[0017] Additionally, the trigger "f ' may be formed separate from the reel 
seat, and then fixed to the reel seat or the handle. 

[0018] In a fishing rod with a conventional trigger "f ' there is a significant 
burden to a user's wrist or elbow during casting and palming. It is also difficult to 
stabilize a fishing rod. 

[0019] A main cause of these problems is a preconception that slipping 
during casting must be prevented by placing an index finger on a trigger. If a trigger 
is designed based on this concept, the trigger will have a shape and protruding 
direction so that when the user's index finger is placed on the trigger it is difficult to 
remove. In this state, the user's thumb can easily reach to the top surface or the rear 
surface of the spool of a reel. Therefore, the trigger protrudes at an angle which is 
substantially perpendicular to the fishing rod or bent toward a front side. The trigger 
is relatively close to the reel, with a length sufficient for a user to place one index 
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finger on the trigger. Therefore the trigger is substantially immediately below a user's 
thumb placed on a rear side of the spool "p". 

[0020] Many conventional triggers are designed based on this preconception, 
so that the shape, size, and protruding direction are substantially the same as the 
above-mentioned trigger "f . 

[0021] As a result, if the fishing rod is gripped without a user bending a 
wrist or an elbow in an unnatural position, as seen in Fig. 1 1(B), the three fingers from 
the middle finger to the fourth finger, particularly the third finger and the fourth 
finger, generates a space "s", distant from the bottom of the body "b" and the handle 
"o". Therefore, the body "b" cannot be firmly gripped by all the user's fingers. In this 
case, the user's thumb is basically used to operate the reel and can hardly grip the 
fishing rod. Therefore, only the user's index finger and the middle finger can be 
actually used to firmly grip the fishing rod. In this state, the gripping force is not 
sufficient, so the fishing rod "r" can be unstable in the user's hand. The swinging 
force of the fishing rod "r" is also diminished. Therefore, the casting direction is not 
precise, and the maximum distance is diminished. 

[0022] This is also true in the case of palming. As shown in solid lines in 
Fig. 13, if the fishing rod is gripped during palming without the user bending the wrist 
to an unnatural position, the third finger and the fourth finger are separated from the 
bottom of the body "b" and the handle "o", so a space "s" is generated. 

[0023] Therefore, many users try to bend their elbows and wrists to an 
unnatural position in order to firmly grip the handle "o" and the body "b" with all their 
fingers even during casting and palming. That is, during palming, as shown by a 
user's arm by a 2-dotted chain line of Fig. 13, the fishing rod "r" is held by a user's 
wrist bent at approximately 90°. During casting, as shown in Fig. 12, a user grips a 
fishing rod by turning the fishing rod toward the inside from a shoulder to an elbow 
and by bending a wrist at approximately 90° toward the outside. 

[0024] However, gripping in this manner creates a significant burden to a 
user's elbow and a wrist. As a result, casting is performed improperly, and operation 
mistakes such as mistiming of hooking occur. In particular, during boat fishing, when 
a fishing rod drops down to the water, in order to easily support a fishing rod, palming 


may be performed for many hours. In this case the end of the handle "o" is 
sandwiched under the user's arm (see Fig. 13), so bending of the wrist is significant. 

[0025] Furthermore, as described above, a conventional trigger "f 1 is 
immediately below the tip of the user's thumb placed on the reel "c". Therefore, if 
palming is performed in a natural manner, the user's fourth finger cannot be brought in 
front of the trigger "f '. As a result, the trigger "f ' must be sandwiched between the 
user's middle finger and the fourth finger or the middle finger and the third finger. 
Normally, during palming, the fishing rod is held for many hours until a fish is caught, 
so a user may have significant pain in the third finger and the fourth finger. 

[0026] Additionally, only one of the user's fingers can be placed on a 
conventional trigger "f . Gripping needs to be performed with enough force to stably 
support the position of a fishing rod in an axial direction. That is, in this type of 
fishing rod, various actions can be taken in a position such that the reel, which is a 
heavy member, is on the top or side of the fishing rod, and the position becomes 
unstable because a rotational force constantly acts on the fishing rod in the axial 
direction. Therefore, rotation of the fishing rod due to this rotational force must be 
constantly prevented by the user. In this case, in the conventional trigger "f ', a 
distance D (see Fig. 14(A)) between the user's finger placed on the trigger "f ', and the 
tip of the thumb, which is placed in the reel "c", is not great, so the fishing rod needs 
to be gripped with enough force to firmly prevent the rotation of the fishing rod. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
[0027] This invention's object is to solve the above-mentioned conventional 
problems. A further object of this invention is to provide a new fishing rod reel seat 
and a fishing rod which can be stably supported by substantially all the user's fingers 
which are placed in the rod, without bending an elbow and a wrist to an unnatural 
position, providing a strong gripping force during casting, and stably holding a posture 
of a fishing rod with a light gripping force during palming, with no need for 
sandwiching a trigger between the user's fingers. 

[0028] In order to accomplish these objects, a fishing rod reel seat according 
to one exemplary embodiment of the invention is provided with an oblong pipe- 
shaped body through which a fishing pole passes, a reel foot placing surface formed 
on the top portion of the circumferential surface of the oblong pipe-shaped body, and 


a trigger protruding from the lower top portion of the circumferential surface of the 
oblong pipe-shaped body in a fixed position and angle. The front surface of this 
trigger slopes downward and backward and has a length such that a user can place at 
least two fingers thereon. 

[0029] Additionally, a fishing rod according to one exemplary embodiment 
of the invention may be provided with a fishing pole on which line guides are 
mounted, a reel seat attached to this oblong pipe-shaped body and having a reel foot 
placing surface, on which a top-mount style reel fixing foot is detachably fixed, a 
handle extending from a position at which this reel seat exists toward a rear side, and 
a trigger protruding from a position opposite to the reel foot placing surface in a state 
in which a position and an angle are fixed. The front surface of this trigger slopes 
downward and backward and has a length such that at least two fingers or more can be 
placed thereon. 

[0030] As a result, an inclination relationship between a central axis of a 
fishing rod, or a central axis of the oblong pipe-shaped body, and the trigger 
substantially matches an inclination relationship between a user's arm direction and an 
aligning direction of points where a user's fingers other than the thumb intersect the 
user's palm when a wrist is slightly bent, without any force. 

[0031] Therefore, during casting, if a user's thumb is placed on a spool of a 
reel substantially from a rear side, the user's index finger and middle finger are placed 
on the front surface of the trigger. The user's remaining fingers are wrapped around 
the body or the handle behind the trigger, and the user's arm is horizontally extended 
to the front substantially parallel to the fishing rod. Then, the direction of alignment 
of the user's two fingers placed on the trigger extends downward and backward, and 
the user's remaining fingers are placed naturally on the body and handle. Therefore, 
all the user's fingers naturally grip the body and handle without the user bending a 
wrist to an unnatural angle or twisting the wrist inward. 

[0032] Therefore, when a fishing rod is gripped in this manner. When 
casting is performed in a posture in which a point is directly targeted. A sufficient 
gripping force can be sufficiently applied, and a strong swing can be performed, 
without generating extra force on a user's wrist or elbow. The two fingers placed on 
the trigger prevent slipping. 


[0033] Furthermore, according to one exemplary embodiment of this 
invention, the trigger extends downward at a backward angle, so the opposite side of 
the reel seat placing surface is open. Therefore, during palming, when a user's thumb 
is placed on the top end of the periphery of the side wall of the spool of the reel, the 
fishing rod and the body of the reel seat can be supported on a front side of the trigger 
by the remaining four fingers. In this case, the user's fourth finger is placed naturally 
at the tip portion of the trigger. 

[0034] In this type of grip, in the same manner as during casting, there is no 
need for a user to bend a wrist at an unnatural angle. There will be no pain in the 
user's fingers because it is not necessary to sandwich the trigger between fingers. 
Therefore, in this case as well, a distance between a user's finger (fourth finger) placed 
on the tip of the trigger and the tip of the thumb placed on the reel may be increased. 
Depending on placement of the user's fourth finger, an external end (a position in the 
vicinity of a point where the fourth finger intersects the palm) of the palm is placed on 
a side surface of the trigger. This alone is enough to prevent the rod from rotating in 
an axial rotation direction of the pole. 

[0035] Although not commonly noticed, the fourth finger has a significant 
role in gripping by a human's hand. This invention, which enables palming in which a 
fishing rod is supported by a user's four fingers, including the fourth finger, provides a 
more stable grip compared to palming with a fishing rod and reel seat provided with a 
conventional trigger. 

[0036] In one exemplary embodiment of the invention, the most preferable 
degree of inclination of the front surface of the trigger, that is, the downward and 
backward opening angle with respect to a direction perpendicular to the body of the 
reel seat or the center axis of the fishing body, cannot be generally specified. 
However, an actual fishing rod test performed by the inventor and testers shows that 
depending on the size of the user's hand, even an opening angle of 25° to 55° allows a 
user to grip a fishing pole without significantly bending a wrist or elbow. In 
particular, in the case of 30° - 50°, when casting or palming, there is less burden on 
the user's wrist, and gripping force can be sufficiently generated. 

[0037] Furthermore, the front surface of the trigger can also be a shape 
which is linearly extended. The front surface of the trigger can also be a concave 
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shape in which extremely moderate curves are drawn. If the trigger is a concave 
shape, the overall inclination angle should be within 25°-55°. 

[0038] With respect to a fishing pole reel seat according to one exemplary 
embodiment of the invention, the tip portion of the area of the front surface of the 
trigger in which fingers can be placed may be positioned behind and immediately 
below the opening portion of the rear hood. 

[0039] By so doing, during palming, even when the user's places four fingers 
(from the index finger to the fourth finger) in front of the trigger, the shape is such 
that the tip end of the thumb can be wrapped naturally around the top end of the 
periphery of the side wall of the reel with the thumb easily extended . 

[0040] With respect to the fishing rod reel seat according to another 
exemplary embodiment of the invention, a sliding prevention protrusion protrudes, 
from the tip of the front surface of the trigger. 

[0041] By so doing, the user's finger which is placed in the trigger can be 
prevented from sliding from the front surface. 

BRTF.F DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
[0042] Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a fishing rod reel seat related to a first 
embodiment of this invention. 

Fig. 2 is an enlarged cross-sectional view along line A-A of Fig. 1. 
Fig. 3 is a rear view of the fishing rod reel seat shown in Fig. 1 . 
Fig. 4 is a main portion plan view of one example of a fishing rod, shown in a 
casting state, on which a fishing rod reel seat shown in Fig. 1 is mounted. 
Fig. 5 is a diagram enlarging a main portion of Fig. 4. 
Fig. 6 is a main portion perspective view of the fishing rod shown in Fig. 4 

shown in a palming state. 

Fig. 7 is a perspective view showing a fishing rod reel seat related to a second 

embodiment of this invention. 

Fig. 8 is a perspective view showing a palming state of the fishing rod reel seat 

shown in Fig. 7. 

Fig. 9 is a main portion perspective view showing an example of a fishing rod 
with a conventional trigger. 


Fig. 10(A) is an enlarged perspective view of a reel seat provided on the 
fishing rod of Fig. 9, and Fig. 10(B) is a center perpendicular cross-sectional view of a 
reel seat provided on the fishing rod of Fig. 9. 

Fig. 1 1(A) is a plan view showing a state in which casting is performed by the 
fishing rod of Fig. 9. Fig. 1 1(B) is a main portion enlarged view of the Fig. 1 1(A). 

Fig. 12 is a plan view showing a state in which casting is performed with the 
fishing rod of Fig. 9, with the elbow twisted. 

Fig. 13 is a perspective view showing a state in which palming is performed 
with the fishing rod shown in Fig. 9. 

Figs. 14(A) and (B) are plan views showing comparison between a palming 
state in the case of a conventional trigger and a palming state in the case of a trigger 
related to an embodiment. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

[0043] The following explains details of a fishing rod reel seat and a fishing 
rod of this invention in accordance with embodiments shown in the drawings. 

1. First embodiment Figs. 1-6 and 14(B) 

[0044] Figs. 1-6 show a fishing rod reel seat 1 and a fishing rod 21 related to 
a first embodiment. This reel seat 1 has a trigger 13 and a body 3 that are integrally 
formed. The fishing rod 21 is a type which is usually used for a boat fishing rod. 

A. Reel seat 

[0045] A reel seat 1 (see Figs. 1-3 for details) is constituted by a body 3 in 
which the fixed hood 1 1 and the trigger 13, may be integrally formed by a synthetic 
resin or any other suitable material. A movable hood 16 fixed to the body 3. 

[0046] The main portion 5 of the body 3 has a substantially oblong pipe 
shape having a pole body through hole 7. The front half portion is an engaging axis 
portion 9 in which a screw thread is formed on the circumferential surface (the 
direction toward an upper left direction in Fig. 1 is a front side [pole tip side], and the 
direction toward a lower right direction in the same figure is a rear side [pole end 
side]). A top portion of the outer circumferential surface of the rear half portion is a 
substantially flat reel foot placing surface 5a on which the fixing foot 33 of the reel 3 1 
(see Figs. 5, 6, or the like) can be stabilized. 
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[0047] The fixed side hood 1 1, has an internal space with the front opened in 
a half moon shape and positioned so as to cover the rear end portion of the reel foot 
placing surface 5a. The internal space narrows as it progresses rearward. 

[0048] Overall, the trigger 13 is in the vicinity of the rear end of the lower 
portion 5b of the circumferential surface of the main portion 5 of the reel seat 1, and 
protrudes downward and rearward from substantially immediately below the portion 
of the rear side opposite the reel foot placing surface 5a. Specifically, this protruding 
direction is approximately 30° with respect to a direction perpendicular to a center 
axis X-X (this is a center axis of the fishing rod 21) of the main portion 5 (see Fig. 2). 

[0049] As shown in Fig. 3, the width of the trigger 13 is slightly narrowed as 
it goes to the tip end side. However, it is slightly narrower than the external diameter 
of the body 3. Therefore, compared to the conventional trigger "f the width of the 
trigger 13 is quite large. 

[0050] Additionally, the tip portion of the front surface 13a of the trigger 13 
has a sliding prevention protrusion 1 3c which protrudes toward the front. As clarified 
from Fig. 2, the front surface 13a excluding the sliding protrusion 13c is concave so 
that, overall, a moderate arc is formed. An average inclination angle of the front 
surface 13a is also extended in a backward-downward direction, forming 
approximately a 30°opening with respect to a direction perpendicular to the center 
axis X-X of the main portion 5. 

[0051] Furthermore, the portion 14, at which the front surface 13a and the 
lower portion 5b of the body 3 connect, is bent so as to form an arc. A user's finger(s) 
placed on the front surface 13a and a finger(s) placed on the lower portion 5a can be 
arranged without any significant gap. 

[0052] Furthermore, a corner angle portion 1 5, at which the rear surface 1 3b 
of the trigger 13 and the lower portion 5b of the body 3 are connected is bent so as to 
form an arc with a diameter of approximately 20 mm. The side surface of a user's 
finger can be placed here without feeling awkward. 

[0053] Including the connection portion 14, the length of the front surface 
13a excluding the sliding prevention protrusion 13c, has a length in which two fingers 
of an adult of medium size can be placed as shown in Fig. 5. 
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[0054] Furthermore, because of the trigger's 1 3 protruding position, 
protruding direction, and the length of the front surface 13a, a user's fingers placed on 
the sliding prevention protrusion 13c are positioned somewhat behind a position 
immediately below the rear end portion of the reel foot placing surface 5a (see Fig. 5). 

[0055] The movable hood 1 6 is constituted by a hood portion 1 7 which has a 
substantially cylindrical shape in which the axial length is relatively shorter than the 
diameter. A nut 19 is rotatably connected to the hood 1 7 from the rear side. The 
upper portion of the rear end portion of the hood portion 17 has a radius larger than 
the remaining portion and has a flat reel foot insertion opening 17a. Furthermore, the 
reel foot insertion opening 17a faces the rear side direction. The nut 19 is engaged to 
the engaging axis portion 9 of the body 3, and the hood portion 17 is prevented from 
being rotated by an undepicted engaging protrusion engaged to an engaging groove of 
the main portion 5. 

B. Mounting of a fishing rod and a reel seat 

[0056] The reel seat 1 is fixed to the fishing rod body 25 by inserting a 
portion of the fishing rod body, forming a base of the fishing rod 21 through hole 7 of 
the body 3. Furthermore, a long cylindrical handle 27 is externally engaged and fixed 
to the portion which protrudes in the rear direction from the body 3. 

[0057] Furthermore, a front handle 29, which also prevents removal of the 
movable hood 16, is fixed to the front end portion of the body 3, leaving a sliding area 
for the movable hood 16. 

[0058] The trigger 1 3 is integrally formed with the body 3 of the reel seat 1 . 
Therefore, the reel seat 1 is fixed to the fishing rod body 25, so the position and the 
angle on the fishing rod 21 are fixed. 

[0059] When the reel 3 1 is mounted, as one end portion of the fixing foot 33 
is inserted to the fixed side hood 1 1, the fixing foot 33 is placed on the reel foot 
placing surface 5a. The reel 3 1 is then moved in a rearward direction as the nut 19 of 
the movable hood 16 is rotated. By so doing, the other end portion of the fixing foot 
33 inserted into the movable hood 16, and the respective movable and fixed hoods 16 
and 1 1 function together to hold the fixing foot 33 against the reel foot placing surface 
5a. 

C. Handling of a fishing rod and operation of a trigger Figs. 4-6, 14 
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[0060] Casting and palming with this fishing pole 2 1 are basically performed 
as follows. 

[0061] As shown in Figs. 4 and 5, during casting, when a user's palm (right 
arm is shown in the figure) is placed against the side surface of the handle 27 and the 
5 rear end portion of the body 3, the tip of the thumb is placed against the spool 35 of 
the reel 3 1 substantially from the rear side. At the same time, the user's index finger 
and middle finger are placed together, and the inside of the second joint of these 
fingers is placed on the front surface 13a (including the connection portion 14) of the 
trigger 13. The user's third finger is placed on the comer angle portion 15. 

1 0 [0062] The shape of the user's hand in this state is substantially the same as 

the shape in which fingers other than the thumb are folded in a U shape when a wrist 
is slightly bent without any force, and the index finger and the thumb are opened at 
60°. Therefore, even if a user's wrist or elbow is not bent in an unnatural angle, a 
fishing rod can be firmly gripped by four fingers other than the thumb and palm when 

15 the fishing rod body 25 is substantially parallel to the user's arm. Furthermore, the 
user places two fingers on the trigger 13. Additionally, the width of the trigger 13 is 
much larger than the conventional trigger "f ' described before. Therefore, unlike a 
protruding shape in which a user can only place one finger, as in the conventional 
trigger "f ', the body 3 and the handle 27 can be strongly pulled to the palm. At the 

20 same time, sliding is prevented. 

[0063] Therefore, a user can have a strong grip. At the same time, the 
fishing rod can be held stably, so casting can be accurately controlled. 

[0064] Furthermore, during palming, as shown in Figs. 6 and 14(B), the tip 
of the user's thumb is placed on the top end of the periphery of the side wall of the reel 

25 31, and the fourth finger is placed on the sliding prevention protrusion 1 3c of the 
trigger 13. A wide range, from the trigger 13 to the body 3, is gripped by the user's 
four fingers other than the thumb, so as to be supported from the bottom. 

[0065] With respect to the position of the user's hand in this state, the wrist 
is not bent in an unnatural position. Therefore, as shown in Fig. 6, even during 

30 palming with the fishing rod 21 positioned in a frontward and downward direction, the 
wrist can be bent naturally without any force. 
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[0066] Additionally, in this grip, as clarified from Fig. 6, the tip portion of 
the trigger 13 is placed naturally at the point where the user's fourth finger attaches to 
the palm (portion in the vicinity of the point where the fourth finger intersects the 
palm), or at the end of the palm. Furthermore, the longest distance from the thumb, 
which is placed on the reel, to the finger, which is placed on the trigger, becomes 
greater than in the case of the conventional trigger "f '. Therefore, the fishing rod can 

be easily supported. 

_^n*T] a ^^n.p.u^^nrhfe-made belwmi kill. 14(A) sliuwmg pabninj 
when using a conventional trigger "f ' and Fig. 14(B) showing pahiih^g-^ffie^smg the 
trigger 13 related to this embodiment (the reels "c" and3}^^e same). A distance 
"d" exists from the top portion of the reel ''c^ajid^fto the center axis of the body "b" 
and 3. A distance dl' exists from tiie^e^sfourth finger, placed in the vicinity of the 
tip of the trigger 13, to the cetfteraxis of the body 3 and is several times longer than 
the distance dl, frorr^meuser's finger placed in the conventional trigger "f ' (the fourth 
or middle fingetftothe center axis of the body "b". Therefore, a force which prevents 
rotating^dflhe fishing rod 21 in the axis rotation direction can be much smaller. Also, 
thflSugue of palming for long hours can be extremely letfuced. 

[0068] Additionally, in this grip, the trigger 1 3 is not sandwiched between 
the user's fingers, so finger pain can be avoided. 
2. Second embodiment Figs. 7 and 8 

[0069] Figs. 7 and 8 show a fishing rod reel seat 1 A related to a second 
embodiment. The difference between this reel seat 1 A and the reel seat 1, shown in 
the first embodiment, is mainly the trigger inclination. Therefore, an explanation will 
be given for the differences only. Other portions, which are similar to previously 
described portions, use the same numerals as the similar portions in the drawings, or 
numerals with ' (prime) are used. An explanation of the similar portions is omitted. 

[0070] The shape of the trigger 13' in the reel seat la in the second 
embodiment is a shape which is appropriate for a fishing rod mainly used for bass 
fishing. The inclination angle of the trigger 13 (opening angle which is downward 
and backward with respect to a direction perpendicular to the center axis X-X of the 
body 3) is about 50°. This is larger than the inclination angle of the trigger 13, for the 
following reasons. In contrast to boat fishing, in bass fishing, a fishing rod end is 
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hardly ever sandwiched under the arm, and various postures are used to grip a fishing 
rod by one hand. Therefore, large bending of a wrist is not needed. 

[0071] Furthermore, with respect to the front surface 1 3'a of the trigger 13', 
the overall front surface is substantially extended at about 50° in a linear manner. 
Therefore, as shown in Fig. 8, the aligning direction of a user's two fingers placed on 
the front surface 13'a, is substantially the same as the direction of the front surface 
13'a. 

[0072] Thus, embodiments of this invention are explained. Specific 
structure of this invention is not limited to these embodiments. Design changes, or 
the like, within the scope of the claims of this invention, are also included in this 
invention. 

[0073] For example, in this embodiment, a trigger is integrally formed with 
a body of a reel seat, but the trigger in this invention can also be formed separately 
from a reel seat. A shape of the reel seat is not limited to a pipe shape. A so-called 
plate shape or any other suitable shape may be used. 

[0074] Thus, according to a fishing rod reel seat and a fishing rod of this 
invention, a fishing rod can be firmly gripped by a user placing two fingers on a 
trigger without bending an elbow or wrist to an unnatural position. Therefore, a user 
can apply a sufficient gripping force and the fishing rod can be stably held. 
Accordingly, control during casting is easy, and a strong swing is also possible. 

[0075] Furthermore, during palming, in a state in which a user's thumb is 
placed on the top end of the periphery of the side wall of the reel, the remaining four 
fingers can hold the fishing rod so as to support a body of a reel seat and the fishing 
rod body in front of a trigger, which was not conventionally possible. In this gripping 
method, the user's wrist is not bent to an unnatural position, and there is no pain in the 
fingers because a trigger does not have to be sandwiched between fingers. 
Additionally, a distance between a user's finger (fourth finger) placed at the tip of the 
trigger or in the vicinity of the tip end of the trigger and the tip of the thumb placed on 
the reel can be extended. In particular, depending on placement of the user's fourth 
finger, an external end of the palm (a portion in the vicinity of point where the fourth 
finger intersects the palm) contacts the side surface of the trigger, so even simply 
because of this, rotating of the fishing rod in the axis rotation direction can be easily 
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prevented. Therefore, the force required to grip a fishing rod is reduced, so palming 
for long hours can be easily performed. 

[0076] According to one exemplary embodiment of the invention, during 
palming, even in a state where a user places four fingers (the index finger through the 
fourth finger) in front of the trigger, the shape is such that the tip of the thumb can be 
placed naturally around the top end of the periphery of the side wall of the reel where 
the thumb can be easily extended. 

[0077] According to another exemplary embodiment of the invention, a 
user's finger placed in the trigger can be substantially prevented from slipping off of 
the front surface. 


